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Principal’s Message – Welcome Back Everyone! 
The school year has begun and I sincerely hope that you 
are all excited for a great learning year for your children. 
From the experience of last year, we have learned that 
sanitizing can help to stop the spread of viruses. Please 
continue to complete the Daily Health check each 
morning before sending your child(ren) to school.  
On behalf of the staff of George Bonner Elementary, I 
welcome back all students, staff and parents!  I also wish 
a warm welcome to all our new students and their 
families.  We look forward to a great year filled with 
student successes and learning.  
We have 45+ new registrations this year, and are still 
waiting to move into new classes. In order to 
accommodate possible late in-area registrations, please 
note that all classes will remain temporary until 
September 30th. Thank you for your patience while we 
work through this process.   
We look forward to your involvement in your child(ren)’s 
learning process. Please contact the school or your child’s 
teacher if you have any questions. 
 

New Staff 
We welcome Ms. Archer and Mrs. Stott as our 
Classroom Teachers. We welcome back all our 
Educational Assistant workers and our new ones: 
Ms. Austad and Ms. Kunert. 

Our counsellor: Ms. Barrack, and Speech and Language 
Teacher: Ms. Pyles, welcome to George Bonner. 
 
Bottle Drive   
September 15th, Thursday  
This year George Bonner will be 
hosting bottle drives once per month. 
If you would like to donate, simply 
drop off your recyclables at the front 
of the school by the bike racks on the grassy patch. 
Thank you in advance for your support! The schedule 
for the year is attached. 
 
 
 

 

School Supplies 
School supply lists for each grade are 
available at the office. A reminder to 
please keep school supplies at home until 
students are placed into their new 
classes. Thank you. 

 
Fruit & Veggie Program 
Will begin soon. This program provides locally grown 
fruits and vegetables twice a month. This a great website 
to visit for more ideas and videos www.bcaitc.ca 
 
Terry Fox Run  
Terry started his Marathon of Hope in 1980 and this year 
hundreds of schools across British 
Columbia will be participating.   
 

On Friday, September 23rd,    
we will hold our annual Terry Fox Run 
approx. at 10:30am. Grades 6-7s will run 
to Mill Bay Nature Park and dip their toe 
in the ocean, just like Terry did. Grades 
4-5 will run along Cobble Hill Rd., past 
Mill Bay Nature School and back and K-
3 students will be running laps on the 
school field.  Next week we will be 
fundraising for the Terry Fox 
Foundation. Fundraising will begin on 
Tuesday, September 20th as follows: 
Tuesday – nickels/dimes, Wednesday – quarters,  Thursday – 
loonies, and Friday – toonies.  
We are also set up to receive donations online. The link to our 
school is http://www.terryfox.ca/GeorgeBonnerElemetary 
Our school’s run is officially registered with the Terry Fox 
Organization and all funds will be donated on behalf of 
George Bonner Elementary.  
Friday, September 23rd, will also be “Red and White Day” so, 
if possible, add these colours to your running clothes. We will 
run rain or shine so students need to dress appropriately for 
the day.  
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Message from Local RCMP - Parking & Safety 
The traffic is getting quite congested during 
drop off and pick up times. Please stagger your 
arrival time so that we are not so congested. 
Supervision begins at 8:10 am. We continue to 

work closely with our local RCMP to monitor safety in 
front of the school. Specifically, the RCMO has provided 
us with the following reminders and violation 
information: 
- Please do not speed in the school zone… the hours of 

enforcement are 8:00am to 5:00pm. Fine is $196.00  
- Please do not stop on the travel area of the roadway 

and interfere with the flow of traffic to either drop off 
or pick up your child. The fine is $81.00 

- Please do not block our neighbour’s driveways whole 
dropping off or picking up children 

Please drive carefully. Thank you for helping to keep all 
our children safe! 

School Bus Safety 
Students may not carry anything on the school buses that 
is larger than a regular backpack. What this means is that 
your child cannot bring any of the following items on the 
school bus: 
Ø Large musical instruments 
Ø Hockey sticks (field or ice) 
Ø Lacrosse sticks 
Ø Baseball bats 
Ø Skateboards  
Ø Large school projects that will not fit on your child’s 

lap 
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping all children 
safe. 
 
Smoking on School Grounds 
Please be aware that Bill 10: Tobacco Sales Amendment 
Act, which came into effect on September 2, 2007, 
prohibits smoking or vaping on school grounds at any 
time.  
 
Demographic Updates 
Please remember to notify the office if you have any 
changes to your address, emergency contacts or phone 
numbers. This information is vital to student safety in 
the event of an emergency.  
 
Allergies 
Please note that some students at George Bonner 
Elementary have allergic reactions to the following 
foods: 

- Peanuts 
- Peppers/Paprika 
- Dairy products 
- Fish 
- Eggs 
- Citrus 
Your child’s teacher will have more specific information 
should a student with one of these allergies be in your 
child’s class.  

Indigenous Ancestry & Support 
Uy’skweyul! Tansi! Welcome to another 
fantastic year of growth and learning. 
Aboriginal education staff work throughout 
the district to foster inclusive classrooms 
where every student feels a sense of 
belonging and experiences academic 
success. 
 

If your child has Aboriginal ancestry, First 
Nations, Métis, or Inuit, (documentation is 
NOT required) and you would like to self-
identify, please see the school secretary for 
a self-identification form. Each year your 
child will be funded for and included 

in Indigenous Education programs.  Almost all programs 
will be delivered in the regular classroom, to ALL 
students. You will be asked to give permission for any 
activities offered outside of the regular class.  If you 
have self-identified with the school in previous years, 
you do NOT need to do a new form each year. 
 

You can opt out of Indigenous Education services at any 
time by notifying the Indigenous Education staff in 
person or in writing either at your school or through the 
district office 250 748 0321 Ext. 235, or email 
at ined@sd79.bc.ca  
We look forward to a positive school year together! 
 
Orange Shirt Week – Awareness 
September 26th - 30th  
The orange shirt originated from a story shared by a 
residential school survivor Phyllis (Jack) Webstad: who 
said, “I had just turned 6 years old. Somehow my granny 
managed to buy me a new outfit to go to the Mission 
school. I remember picking out a shiny orange shirt. It 
had eyelets and lace, and I felt so pretty in that shirt and 
excited to be going to school! When I got to the school, 
they took away my clothes, including the orange shirt! I 
never saw it again. The colour orange has always 
reminded me of how I felt like - I was worth nothing” 
 

Orange Shirt Week – Awareness  
September 30th has been declared Orange Shirt 
Day, now a National Stat holiday in recognition 
of our commitment to understand, remember 
and learn from the damage done by the 
residential school system to aboriginal children, 
their families, and communities.  

 
Attendance 

• It is important for your child to be at school before 
8:25 am so that they are not late for class. There are 
many routines that the children follow, and it 
becomes disruptive if they are constantly late. 

• If your child arrives at school late, please make sure 
that they sign in at the office.  

If your child has to leave school early, they must also sign 
out at the school office.  We do this to monitor attendance 
in the event of an emergency, such as a fire or earthquake. 



Personal Electronics - iPhones/iPods/iPads 
Please note that personal electronic devises are NOT 
permitted during school hours unless supervised by a 
teacher. If you child does bring an electronic device to 
school, it MUST be kept in their backpack or with the 
teacher during school hours. Please remember that we 
cannot guarantee the security of these items. If an item is 
confiscated by an adult during school hours or is turned 
in at the office for any reason, it will generally be held 
until the end of the day and sometimes will only be 
returned to an adult (depending on the circumstances).  

 
Visitors 
A reminder that all adults visiting the school MUST 
enter through the main doors only, sanitize and sign in. 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
  
Individual Photo Day 
Edge Imaging will be at the school on October 7th. 

Photo order forms will be sent home once we 
receive them from Edge Imaging. All students 
will be photographed for school service 
products. Be ready to bring your smiles on 

picture day! Retakes are tentatively scheduled for Nov. 
2nd. 

 
Monday Muffins – PAC Message 
Starting Monday, Oct 3 our beloved Muffin program 
will be back.  
Free muffins will be served out front of the school to any 
student, staff or parent who need a little extra boost on 
Monday morning before school.   
There will be no cards or permission slips this year so if 
your child has an allergy or sensitivity, please let us 
know so that we can provide muffins for all. Email 
gbmondaymuffins@gmail.com. All our muffins are nut 
free. 
We welcome any questions or concerns to 
gbmondaymuffins@gmail.com as well. Or feel free to 
stop Kathy Lowry when you see her. 
 
Tour de Rock 
Tour de Rock comes to George Bonner Elementary on 
Tuesday, September 28th around 9:40am and the local 
team rides through our parking lot as the students cheer 
the team.   
 

School Schedule  
Supervision begins at 8:10 am 
 

8:30 a.m.            Classes begin 
 
11:20-12:05        Outside play 
12:05-12:18        Eating time 
 
2:18 p.m.            Dismissal 
 

Supervision ends at 2:35 pm 
 

 

 
Back to School Tips 
The following information was provided from the 
Ministry of Education.  There are several things parents 
can do to ease the back-to-school transition for their 
child: 
 

• Make time for discussion – Focus on your child at 
the end of the day. Ask questions and listen about 
how their day went and what the highlights were. 

• Meet your child's teacher and school 
principal/vice principal. You can get valuable 
insight into your child's learning. 

• Choose clothes for school early. Have your child 
select their outfit the night before. This helps start the 
next morning off on a calm, routine note.  

• Try designating regular times for family reading. The 
whole family reads at the same time 

• Create a homework routine. Have a regular place 
and time for your child to do homework, turn off the 
TV, and set a good example by reading or working on 
a project of your own. 

• Stay active.  This is the time of year where children 
start to spend a lot more time sitting inside.  Go to the 
park together, play catch or walk to school – keep fit.   

 
 

PAC CORNER 
 

First PAC Meeting of the year will be held on TBD – 
check the PAC Facebook page and George Bonner’s for 
the date. PAC meetings will generally be held on the third 
Monday of each month. This is your chance to discuss 
school activities and programs that will be taking place at 
George Bonner Elementary this year. All parents are 
welcome to attend. Hope to see you there! 
 

There is a PAC Facebook page that will have important 
dates and other information  
https://www.facebook.com/GBEPAC 
 

September 22nd, Back to School Bake Sale – All 
proceeds go toward Monday Muffin Program ingredients. 
We’d LOVE to have your baking! Any baking donations 
can be dropped off at the office before the sale. If you can 
bake, please email Kathy Lowry at sesape@me.com. No 
nuts please.  
 

September 16th, Friday – PAC, “Welcome to the New 
School Year” come and see what is planned for the year. 
We will be set up in the morning 7:45 – 8:45 am and in the 
afternoon 2:00 – 3:00 pm. 
 

                



Websites that are very useful for current 
information: 

• “Like” the George Bonner Elementary 
School’s Facebook page to receive updates and 
information about the happenings at school. 

• Bonner website  
http://georgebonner.sd79.bc.ca 

• Transportation 
https://sd79.bc.ca/?s=Transportation 

• Cowichan Valley School District 
  http://www.sd79.bc.ca 

• Daily Health Assessment  
https://sd79.bc.ca/covid-19-updates-health-
and-safety/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	 
	
  


