George Bonner Elementary School

October Newsletter

3060 Cobble Hill Road, Mill Bay, B.C. V0R 2P3
Principal: Mr. Chris Clark Phone: (250) 743-5571 cclark@sd79.bc.ca
Office email: georgebonnerheadsecretary@sd79.bc.ca

PICTURE DAY
Please note Edge Imaging will be here on Friday, October 8th, in order to take individual student
photos. Should your child be absent for picture day, retakes have been scheduled for Thursday,
November 3rd. Please note that all appropriate safety protocols will be followed and
photographers will be wearing masks at all times.

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
September 30th marked the first time that Canada and British Columbia recognized a national day for Truth and
Reconciliation. September 30th was chosen because it has long been the date when Orange Shirt Day is observed across
Canada.
The intent of the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation was to provide all Canadians with an opportunity to recognize
and commemorate the legacy of residential schools. For some, this day was a day of quiet reflection. For others, it
involved participation in various community events.
Orange Shirt Day is an Indigenous-led grassroots commemorative day that honours the children who survived Indian
Residential Schools and remembers those who did not. This day relates to the experience of Phyllis Webstad, a Northern
Secwpemc (Shuswap) from the Stswecem'c Xgat'tem First Nation, on her first day of school, where she arrived dressed in
a new orange shirt, which was taken from her. It is now a symbol of the stripping away of culture, freedom and selfesteem experienced by Indigenous children over generations.
Thank you to all staff, students and parents who participated in various activities throughout this week leading up to
yesterday.
THANKSGIVING
A reminder there will be no school on Monday, October 11th, due to the Thanksgiving holiday. Have a fantastic long
weekend everyone!

1

FSA
Please note that this year’s Foundation Skills Assessment for grade 4 and 7 be administered between October 12th and
November 12th. The annual Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) is a required province-wide assessment of BC
student’s academic skills. The assessment provides a snapshot of how well our students are learning the foundational
skills of Reading Comprehension, Writing and Numeracy. The FSA is designed by BC teachers and is linked to the
redesigned provincial curriculum.
The main purpose of the assessment is to help the province, school districts, and schools evaluate how well students are
achieving basic skills and make plans to support and improve student achievement. Our district uses the data to inform
our Strategic plan.
The School District and our school uses the FSA results as one measure of achievement. Other measures include
classroom assessments (student and teacher), teacher observations, district literacy assessments, and report cards. We
use the information from all these assessments together to establish district and school goals.
All students are required to write the FSA, unless the school principal has excused a student, based on Ministry criteria.
PROFESSIONAL DAY
Please note there will be no school for students on Friday, October 22nd , as this is a province wide Teacher Professional
Development Day.
RAINBOW CLUB
George Bonner's Rainbow Club meets every Friday at lunch in the Foods Room. Rainbow club offers a safe and fun
space for LGBTQ kids and their allies - all students are always welcome.
EARLY DISMISSAL
A reminder that Wednesday, October 27th is a district wide two-hour early dismissal day. Students will be dismissed at
12:18p.m. and buses will be running 2 hours ahead of their regular schedule. Staff will be using this time to discuss
school goals.
TERRY FOX
On Wednesday, September 22nd, we held our annual George Bonner Elementary Terry Fox Run.
This year looked a little different and students participated in a variety of activities with their grade
groups. Primary students ran laps of the field, grade 4/5 students ran a 2.5km road course and
grade 6/7 students ran down to Mill Bay Nature Park to dip their toe in the ocean “Just like Terry.”
The rain held off and all students had a great time. The Bonner community raised almost $1500
in support of cancer research. Well done everyone and thanks to Mr. Burgess, Mrs. Griffiths and
Mrs. Baxendale for organizing! Thank you to Mrs. Woodwark for putting up the Terry Fox displays!
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COPS FOR CANCER
On Wednesday, September 29th the Cops for Cancer Tour de Rock team visited George Bonner Elementary. The students
met the riders outside in our school parking lot to cheer them on as they arrived. The riders took a moment to introduce
themselves and they explained the purpose of the ride. Thanks to your generous donations, we were able to donate $500
to help support children fighting cancer to attend Camp Good Times in Shawnigan Lake.
HALLOWEEN
Although it is still unclear what Halloween will look like this year, I have listed a few safety reminders should your child be
Trick or Treating. Children do not always have the skills to be safe in traffic. Many children have difficulty judging speed
and distance and concentrate for only short periods of time. This will be especially true with the added excitement of
Halloween. In addition, there will be many strangers on the street on Halloween night. Here are some tips to help keep
your child safe:
• Teach your child road safety rules and to look, listen and think about traffic!
• Know where they are! • Know what they are doing! • Know who they are with!
• Teach your child about personal safety and talking to strangers.
• Teach them to not go with or accept anything from someone they do not know.
FACEBOOK AND WEBSITE
George Bonner has a Facebook page and a website. We will be updating both regularly to help keep you up to date on
important dates and events at Bonner. The website address is http://georgebonner.sd79.bc.ca
The Facebook page is George Bonner Facebook Page
LOST AND FOUND
Each day there are items left in various locations around the school. These items are collected and placed in the lost and
found area near the entrance to the Multipurpose Room. If you are missing any items please have your child check this
area or call the school. We encourage parents to label all items to decrease the amount of unclaimed belongings. The PAC
has an ongoing fundraiser through Mabels Labels - www.campaigns.mabelslabels.com
UPDATED E-MAIL ADDRESSES, PHONE NUMBERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION
A reminder that the vast majority of George Bonner notices are sent home electronically. If you have not given us your email address or if it has changed, please contact the school.
Please also ensure you have updated the office of any contact information that may have changed. You can give us this
information, including updated phone numbers by emailing the office at georgebonner headsecretary@sd79.bc.ca or by
filling in the change form and returning it to the office. If you require a second contact on the email list, please contact
the office as well.
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PAC
So far this year PAC meetings are being held via zoom. All parents are welcome to attend these meetings. A link will be
sent out closer to this month’s meeting date of Tuesday, October 19th.
GARDEN HOUSE BOOK SALE AT BONNER
This is your special invitation to the 13th annual book sale is happening once again in Bonner’s multipurpose room on
Saturday, October 16th from 9 am to 3 pm and Sunday, October 17th from 9 am to 2 pm. The usual 20,000 high quality
used books, including 5,000 children’s books, will be waiting to be discovered by their new owners and that could be
you! All kids’ books will be 50 cents, with most other books going for $1 to $3. The silent auction is back with bids
starting at $20.
Bonner’s senior student volunteers will once again lend a hand with sale setup and take down, along with many other
adult and student helpers. Their assistance combined with the purchases by thousands of enthusiastic buyers over the
years has resulted in over $37,000 in grants having been given to three Valley organizations that support families in
crisis and animals in need. Way to go Bonner!!
New this year: purchases can be made with cards, as well as cash. Hope to see you at the sale!
PLEASE NOTE by order of the local Medical Health Office, the sale requires proof of at least one vaccination in order to
enter the sale for anyone born in 2009 or before (age 12+). Government issued ID is also required to be shown, with
youth ages 12 to 18 exempt. Please visit www.gardenhousefoundation.com for details about other Covid protocols and
more information.
METIS LESSONS
During the second and third weeks of October, Ms. Corrinne Chow will be visiting all George Bonner classes to teach
Metis culture lessons to students. Each class will take part in various Metis cultural activities based on their grade levels.
MARGARET MOSS HEALTH CLINIC
Grade 6 immunization consent packages for grade 6 students will be sent home shortly. Follow the instructions inside the
consent package and return the signed consent form to the school. Students in grade 6 will be offered immunizations in
school-based clinics with the consent of a parent/guardian/representative.
Please feel free to contact Nicole or Becky at the Margaret Moss Health Unit at 250-709-3050 if you have any concerns or
questions.
Nicole Moss, PHN
Public Health School Team, Margaret Moss Health Clinic
Vancouver Island Health Authority
675 Canada Ave Duncan BC
Ph# 250-709-3050 ext 45522. Work Mobile #250-216-0458.
Fax# 250-709-3055
Nicole.Moss@viha.ca

4

COUNSELLOR’S CORNER – Mrs. Megan Rimbey
Is Your Child Anxious?
Children who are anxious quite often need to feel in control of their situation. As children mature and are taught
strategies, they are better able to accept what they cannot change.
Tips for Parents:
- Acknowledge your child’s stress
- Listen to your child and stay calm
- Identify the feelings and help them name how they really feel (sad, worried, overwhelmed, etc.)
- Validate their feelings
- Try to maintain routines but be flexible when needed.
- Be careful not to put too much pressure on your child’s grades or performances. Every child learns differently!
Feel free to contact me Wednesdays or Fridays.
WITS
At George Bonner Elementary we believe it is important to take care of yourself, each other, and your community. One of
our main goals is to help students to solve problems in peaceful ways. The WITS program is emphasized throughout the
year. We have been using this program for a few years and it is a very helpful reference for children of all ages.
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NextLevel Sports Academy
Fall Rec Basketball League
Fall 2021
Our Goal:
Our Rec Leagues are a great place for those differing skill levels to come together to learn and enjoy the game of
basketball. Each session will consist of skills training and a game. Registration will include a NextLevel T-Shirt.
Our travel teams will play games in Nanaimo, Victoria and in the Cowichan Valley. Practices will be held once a week.
Cost for club will be TBA.
U11 – Boys @ Queen Margrets School Tuesday nights 5:30 – 7:00pm
U13 – Boys @ Queen Margrets School Tuesday nights 7:00 – 8:30pm
U15 – Boys – Tryouts Monday September 20th – 6pm – 7pm Cowichan Secondary
Practices will be Monday nights 5:30pm – 7pm
U17 – Boys – Tryouts Monday September 20th – 7pm – 8pm Cowichan Secondary
Practices will be Monday nights 5:30pm – 7pm
Date: 8 Sessions that run on Sundays: September 19th – November 7th
Fee - $125
Location: Queen Margarets School
Leagues:
Little Dribblers Rec League – Grade K – 3 coed - 12noon – 1:30pm
Youth Rec League - Grade 4 - 6 coed - 1:30pm – 3:00pm
Junior Rec League - Grade 7 - 8 coed - 3:00pm - 4:30pm
Register by emailing Sandeep@nextlevelsportsacademy.ca
Send payments to payments@nextlevelsportsacademy.ca
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George Bonner Elementary Monthly Calendar
October 2021
MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI
1
Newsletter
home

SAT
2

SUN
3

4
Grade 4/5
bicycle safety
program
Fire prevention
week

5

6

7

8
School picture
day

9

10

11
Thanksgiving

12
Gr.4-7 FSA
administrati
on starts

13
14
Staff Meeting Bottle Drive
in front of
school all
day

15

16
Book
sale

17
Book
sale

18

19
20
PAC meeting
@ 6:30 via
zoom

21
Great
Canadian
Shakeout @
10:20

22
Non
Instructional
Day

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

31
Halloween

27
2 hour early
dismissal
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